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concentrated on the first hollow, he would have discovered only one
of them. ) )
It was a long, slow business. His hands became bhstered trom
driving the bar into the turf; winter rains turned the hillside into
squishy mud, after whichitfroze solid. Covering five thousand square
yards with sticks at nine-inch intervals requires over a hundred
thousand sticks; fortunately intelligent guesswork was able to reduce
the number considerably. And it gradually became clear that Leth-
bridge was dealing with at least three sepéarate figures. The central one
was awoman on horseback, with a chariot behind her, and the symbol
ofthe jwaning moon above her. To the right ofthe chariot there was a
giant warrior, a sword raised above his head. To the left was another
giant figure of a man, with white rays emanating from his fore-
head—Lethbridge assumed him to be the sun god. An object like a
giant cloak billowed behind him.

And so the investigation had justified the assumption that oid ‘fairy
stories’ may contain a core oftruth. Here was the origin ofthe legend
ofthe buried golden chariot, and the warrior with his phantom horse.
Careful excavation of the turf soon brought to light the face of the
‘goddess’—a great round moon-face, with goggling eyes and perfunc-
tory nose and mouth. Her ‘horse’ is a curious monstrosity, not unlike a
dragon with a bird’s beak. In fact, both the goddess and her mount
looklike Science fiction monsters. The White Horse of Uffingt:On has
this same stylised, surrealistic quality.

Understandably, the excavations became one ofthe chiefsubjects of
gossip in Cambridge, and Lethbridge became aware that he had

achieved a kind ofdubious celebrity. Most ofhis academic colleagues
seemed to feel that the whole thing was a hoax, or at least, a piece of
unconscious self-deception. To Lethbridge, the outlines in the chalk
were perfectly clear; there was an obvious difference between the
eroded chalk of the figures and the untouched chalk around them.
Some ofhis colleagues professed to be unable to see the difference—or
they suggested it had been made by Lethbridge himselfas he exca-
vated the figure. Fortunately, he was not the type to be unduly
worried by hostility. He disliked what he called ‘academic trade
unionism’, and his private income had allowed him to remain aloof
from university rivalries. He had always gone his own way; the few
colleagues he respected regarded him as a brilliant archaeologist, and
these were the only opinions he cared about. So he continued to
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excavate the giants, and to ponder on the problem ofwho made them,
and why.

To begin with, the answer looked as if it might be fairly straight-/

forward. At an early stage in the investigation, his colleague, Sir Cyril
Fox had suggested that the female figure was Eponfothe Celtifoorse
Igoddessl said to be the result ofa unidn between a man and a super-
riatiraTmare. This was a logical guess, for the style ofthe figures was
Celtic, and all the evidence suggested that the people who carved them
were the Celtic invaders who carne to Britain sometime after 600 BC.
The CETtS were one of the most remarkable races in European
history—as remarkable, in their way, as the Greeks and Romans; if
historians have shown less interest in them, it is because o Je absence
ofwritten records. (The Celts ac”iréd wnhng only around 500 AD.)
They originated somewhere i""JJdBavaria”fhas beensuggestfd
ions that are.now Czech®slo™~>< 7~171500 BC. But the great
that they may have settledJ¢Jla ¢ BC end ofthe Bronze Age.
Celtic ‘explosion occurred after 5 Z.sible for the end ofthe Bronze
Infact, it was the Celts who were P the countries they con-
Age, since they brought the use Greece, Asia Minor, and
quered. They invaded Gaul (Fran >' ' Sea Their warrjors were

spread along the Danube as far as . dark-haired and
tall and fair, although another varJnce describes thei”s‘that race

round-headed. The historian Lew*JPn
ofartists, poets and aristocratsjx. y ‘boasters and threateners,
the Greek historian, Strabo, pointea ", f~hey wére also dreamers,
and given to bombastic self-dramatisa . Aplato mentionffifiat they
intelligent, temperamental and PessI™ tha(. the Celtic character
were inclined to drunkennesSS, t can vears.

has changed very little in three t «= cSq?bis seems to have been a
( The religién ofthe Celts was r,,laC¢ verejgroveS ofilgesi Wells
fofih ofnature worship”theik s”jr Their ciiief deities were Lug, prob-

and rivers were also worshipp.”.
ably a fertility god,(and ( a b¢ndred gods and goddesses in all,
mothemBut there were some o borse goddess, Moccos, the boar
including Epona <or-Eop0”’Jd’CernunnOS, the horned stag god.\The~
god, Taruos the bu go , .Jj probabje comes fiOni the

formidable flghters but, as

nature goddess and earth
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